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To Whom It May Concern: 

It gives me great pleasure to recommend Shelby Beckler for the Journalist of the Year 

award because she is a student who exemplifies excellence.  I have known Shelby for the 

past four years as a student journalist for the most decorated web-based student news 

production in the state, SPiN Wired of South Pointe High School.  I have had the pleasure 

of getting to know Shelby through the relationship I have with her father whom I teach 

and coach with on a daily basis.  Shelby is a product of her environment receiving her 

work-ethic trait honestly as her father is one of hardest working teacher/coaches with 

which I have had the pleasure to spend time. 

 

I think it is easy to see that Shelby possesses the qualities of a student deserving of her 

craft’s top honor.  As the editor in chief of the SPiN Wired publication she is responsible 

for the layout, material, and deadlines.  Although she does a tremendous job in that 

respect I think it is an even more incredible accomplishment knowing that she also has 

other course work, conducted an internship with the local newspaper and is constantly 

covering sporting events after school. 

 

Being editor in chief is not an easy task for a high school student.  As a teacher and coach 

I can attest to the struggle of coordinating a group of teens to accomplish any task.  

Imagine trying to accomplish that task as a peer in the group.  Shelby is capable of 

leading her classmates due to her being respectful, kind, and understanding.  She is very 

soft-spoken but possesses the uncanny ability to use this attribute for continued progress 

of getting group tasks accomplished. 

 

I have observed Shelby conducting many interviews for athletes in our school, as well as 

myself, and some special guests who have dropped by, such as Will Muschamp, 

University of South Carolina head football coach and Jeff Scott, co-offensive coordinator 

at Clemson University.  Shelby shows great maturity and professionalism when 

conducting interviews.  For example, when asking Jeff Scott for an interview she made a 

point to let him know that she would like to video his response so asked him if that is 

acceptable due to NCAA rules.  That was a great learning experience for her as Coach 

Scott called his compliance officer at Clemson University for an answer.   
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I must add a brief mention of one of Shelby’s most enduring attributes as a journalist 

which is integrity.  As I watch and listen to her conduct an interview I have noticed that a 

there have been times when students who are being interviewed may say something silly 

or maybe even inappropriate.  She handles these incidents like a pro by laughing along 

with them and then asking another question to get a more appropriate response while not 

changing the original information.  This shows that although she is a teenager she 

understands the dynamic of adolescent teens and saying something embarrassing can 

forever ruin a young person.  She would never let that happen. 

 

I sincerely give my whole-hearted endorsement to Shelby Beckler for the South Carolina 

Journalist of the Year.   

Sincerely, 

F. Strait Herron 

Head Football Coach 


