
Where it All Began 

    First semester of sophomore year I began to understand that journalism was something 

worthwhile; by the time I finished Journalism 1 that semester, I realized that I wanted to be in the 

class every year until I graduated. So, I switched my schedule for the following semester to 

Journalism 2, something the newspaper adviser had to work with the guidance department on 

because we are not allowed change our minds mid year, and this is where the love clicked for 

me. At this level of journalism, I was able to write for the print publication and design pages. I 

got this sensational feeling every time I produced a story or image. I remember I kept wanting to 

acquire more skills and knowledge. There was never a moment in my past where I knew exactly 

what I wanted to do for the rest of my life, so I hoped that I could soon find out. Journalism 

definitely had my full attention. 

 However, despite plenty of opportunities to grow as a print journalist, and even serving as news 

editor for the newspaper that semester, I felt stuck. Luckily something drew me into the online 

website work-- maybe I got an assignment from that team finally or found time to get my 

required online work in as a Journalism 2 student who is supposed to try everything. I was 

infatuated with the instant coverage and the interactive ways to tell a story. Leadership changed 

hands as the school year ended, and new editors-in-chief made plans for what would be my 

junior year: the newspaper was switching to a newsmagazine. With my newfound love of speedy 

publication and various platforms for storytelling, I was convinced the online version of South 

Pointe in the News was where I had to settle for Journalism 3.  

 I became the news and sports editor for SPiN Wired that next year. I realized how vital it is for 

breaking stories to be published right away to get continuous viewers and readers. At the end of 

the year, I started getting this image of myself becoming a journalist as a career. As the year 



wound down, I was being groomed to take over as editor in chief of SPiN Wired my senior year. 

I honestly was not aware of what this role would bring. 

 I have had a mission to take South Pointe’s online journalism to a whole new level; I wanted to 

do something that had never been seen or done before. There has never been that much student 

involvement in our online paper when it came to support and the diversity of types of stories and 

visual multimedia. I knew what had to be done. I did not take on this task because it was 

expected of me, but because of my newfound love for mass media. I was able to feed my hunger 

not just at school, but also in the community, Rock Hill. At the beginning of this year I began my 

internship at the local newspaper, The Herald. This allowed me to expand my knowledge and 

skills in this field. I was able to figure out different ways to cover sporting events and write more 

engaging stories as an intern with The Herald’s sports editor, and I have shared all of this with 

our program at South Pointe. Our website now has Steller stories and better videography. 

Transferring my knowledge and skills with a camera, or with an app, or with posting to the 

website, or with decision making, or with writing or editing has brought me a lot of pride and 

pleasure as I continue my own journey to grow and improve.  

 High school journalism has done unbelievable things for me. With it, I have found my dream 

career that I always longed for. I learned how to reach my generation through visual storytelling 

and social media. I have developed greater communication and leadership skills and for that I am 

forever grateful. 

 

 


